Expressing life as it is:
Kiran Sainani
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KIRAN Sainani has been painting for over
thirty years and calls herself o South Asian
artist. A figurative artist, whose paintings ex-
press strong emotions and subjects such as
poverty and abuse, Sainani’s works have been
cxhibited along with those of Sadequain, Ali
[ and Bashir Mirz.

Hiaving spent her formative years in
Karachi, Pakistan where she also worked as
an art critigue for the Kerefid Sun, Kirn
moved o Canada in 1977 when she gol mar-
ricd to Ashok Sainani.

She comes from o well
known family in Karachi—
Murtandas—ithat Once
owned the country's liguor
business, They also owned
one of the most significant
Landmark of Karachi—a
huilding called Motan.

“The Pakistan | grew up
in was not the Pokistan |
left,” says Kiran, “Pakistan
wits ilways in dictatorship
and especially when you
came from a well o do
family, one was  under
scruting. My parents al-
wilys informed us that we
contld not live in Pakistin.
They have seen nartial lw
in Pakistan and been through two wars in the
Islamic state. As i minorily, one was insceure
n Pakistan.”

Around T8 years ago, during avisil Lo Pak-
istan with her two sisters, when her Father
asked if they were ready to leave, the sponti-
neous decision was “absolutely”™. =My father
s o passedd away, and my mother hives in
M mbai.™

Ome of the paintings from the
Abu Ghraib series.

She has a degree in Fine Arts from the
University of Karuchi that she fallowed up
with o four-year diploma in Fine Arts from
the Arts Council of Karachi,

Having worked and exhibited in Toronta,
Paris, and Karachi, Sainani helioves art is
semething you find within vourself. =1 like to
make paintings that cxpress my feclings aboul
the world in the most direet way. An example
is i series | have done on Abu Ghraib with fig-
urative drawings, The prime mover of creativ
ity of all my art is in the soul of the figure. The
sl guides in creating timeless form.”

“Kirans works have life, not only through
what they represent bul
through  her elfects and
eolvur vibrations which at-
templ o make visible her
sensitivity and mature han-
dling,”  says  artist  Ali
lmam.

In Canada, Kiran has
exhihited ot the Design Ex-
change  in downtown
Toronte and also at the
Canadian  Muscum  of
Hindu Civilization that is
howsed in the Yishno Tem-
ple in Richmaond Hill. She
devotes her time o making
drawings and ail puinlings
and her works are priced
B weccn S3000 el ST000,

Onpe of her clients,
Sheena Singh, who owns o 55000 painting of
Sainani's says: “Kiran's paintings have that in
Lensity as if they come from the soul. 1S
Beautiful painting™.

Kiran also does sketching, drawing and
senlpting and some of her works can be seen
o her websile: www Sirensgallenteon,
Sainani has two children, Sanjay and Sana,
and lives in Etobicoke with husband Ashok.
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